THE  EMPIRE  AS  BURDEN AND SUPPORT
the Sudan, Palestine, Iraq, India, Aden, Malta, Singa-
pore and Hongkong.
This comparatively light burden of Empire defence
is more than compensated for by the enormous military
and economic strength the Empire could place at the
disposal of Great Britain in the event of war. As long
as the overseas Empire is not threatened either from
without or from within, the joint interest of all parts
of the Empire in its maintenance, and everything which
has been agreed upon between them for military and
economic co-operation to this end, accrues to the
benefit of the one part of the Empire which might be
threatened, namely Great Britain herself, and it repre-
sents a tremendous accession of strength.
We have seen above that the active participation of
Australia and New Zealand in any war in which Great
Britain is involved is certain from the beginning, whilst
the active participation of the Union of South Africa
and of Canada is probable at least during the course of
the war itself. What can the Dominions contribute in
the way of fighting forces ?
Up to the present Australia has made the relatively
greatest armament effort. Between 1934 and 1937 she
spent a total of 30 million pounds on her armed forces,
etc., and her estimates of expenditure for this purpose
during the next three years amount to 43 million
pounds. She also heads the naval forces of the
Dominions with four cruisers, an aircraft carrier, a
flotilla leader and four destroyers. Her air arm is also
being steadily strengthened and a special aircraft works
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